Just a few bits of information from various sources regarding mergers and splits


Splits in the 1800s produced the following new denominations: African Methodist Episcopal, the Methodist Protestant, the Primitive Methodist, the Methodist Episcopal Church North and Methodist Episcopal Church South, Free Methodist, Salvation Army, Christian Methodist Episcopal and Nazarene.

Splits in the 1900s produced these movements: Pentecostal Holiness, Social Gospel, Methodist Church, Southern Methodist Church, Evangelical Methodist, Association of Independent Methodist Churches, United Methodist Church, Autonomous Methodist Churches and the Autonomy of Methodists in South and Central America.

In the past, splits took place every 20 years on average.

There have been merger too.
The Methodist Church was the official name adopted by the Methodist denomination formed in the United States by the reunion on May 10, 1939, of the northern and southern factions of the Methodist Episcopal Church (which had split earlier in 1844 over the issue of slavery and the impending Civil War in America. During the American Civil War, the denomination was known briefly as The Methodist Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America) along with the earlier separated Methodist Protestant Church of 1828.

The Methodist Church then later merged with the Evangelical United Brethren Church on April 23, 1968, to form "The United Methodist Church" with its headquarters, offices and publishing houses in Nashville, Tennessee. Over the next few years most of the individual local congregations in the two bodies under the names of "Methodist Church" or "Evangelical United Brethren Church" changed the latter part of their name to: "------ United Methodist Church". The new U.M.C. became one of the largest and most widespread denominations in America. 
Earlier in 1946, some Methodists formed the Evangelical Methodist Church, separating from the Methodist Church, citing the influence of modernism in that Church as the reason for entering into schism.
The following is Bishop Nunn discussing the past splits and the current conversation
It’s not like the previous issues were less significant. In fact, as Bishop Nunn reminded us: “Methodist schisms fall into three distinct categories: theology, inclusion and polity. Our present conflicts have roots in all three areas.”

“This realization should lead us to ask these three questions,” Bishop Nunn believes. “What do we believe and how do we live out our beliefs? Who is fully included in the life and ministry of the church? What is the balance between connection and autonomy?”
Perhaps it’s time to split once again. Perhaps the genetic/cultural temptation is too strong to withstand, and the call of the times too strong to ignore. On the other hand, maybe we’ll decide to do something really different and find a way to work together — reformers and restorationists under one big tent. If so, we would finally have the opportunity to live out John Wesley’s aspirational thought, “Though we may not all think alike, can we not love alike?” 

I am adding a quote:
"Love is the foundation of the wisest criticism, and criticism is the essential partner of an honest and enduring love."

